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Stide 1.1E: Collectivism. In this slide we see 2 cooperative farm. Collecrivism is the belief
that people working together (collectively) produce better results for individuals and society
than people working on their. owa, ‘

*  Collectivism from the American Perspective From the American perspective,
coliectivism violates basic human pature, which they believe is competitive rather than
cooperative, They argued that by calling for attributes such as sharing and teamwork

rather than competition, collectivism works against humankind’s essential nature and thus

is doomed to failure. In addition, they argued that collective ownership of industry or
land violated the rights of individuals to own private property,

+ Collectivism from the Soviet Perspective The Soviets believed that cooperation and
caring are the finest parts of human nature, and a society based on cooperation among
people is possible in spite of kumans’ competitive nature. They argued that the American
emphasis on the individual resulted in the exploitation of a iarge part of society,

Moreover, they believed that the only way to create fairness in a socisty was for everyone

to share in the ownership of all property. Thus, in the Soviet Union, svery factory and
business enterprise—including farms—was owned collectively by all of the members of
the society. From the Soviet perspective, collectivism allowsd the fruits of society’s
iabors to be fairly distributed.

SHde 1.1F: Socialism. In this slide we see workers going to work in a state-owned factory.
Socialism is an economic system that stresses government ownership of industry, economic
equality, and a classless society. The socialist system is based on govemnment conirol of the
means and profits of production. The government stipulates how people work together to
produce goods and distributes the profits equally to the workers. !

* Secialism from the American Perspective From the American perspective, the
emphasis on government control over the means of production under socialism threatens

one of Americans’ most basic rights-~the right to own and control property. As expressed

by Abraham Lincoln, Americans believe that “Property is the fruit of labor. Property is
desirable. That some should be rich shows that others may become rich, and hence is
just encouragement to industry and enterprise.” The U.S. Constitution provides explicit
protection to the private ownership of business enterprises. Furthermore, Americans
argued that socialism inhibits individuals’ desire and ability to achieve betterment

for society.

* Socialism from the Soviet Perspective The Soviets adopted socialism as a response to
the evils of the capitalist system. They believed that government ownership provided a
means by which the wealth of a society could be evenly distributed to all the people.
They argued that capitalism encouraged the development of a capitalist class, a small

group of individuals who control the profits of society and take advantage of the working

class. They felt that only shared ownership could prevent the abuses of capitalism and
protect common people from the exploitation of the capitalist class.
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Stide 1.1G: Totalitarianism. Tn this slide we see a man sitting at a screen monitoring the
behavior of the citizens of a nation. A tofalitarian government is one in which one or a few
people have total control over the populace. Freedom of the press, speech, and religion

are denied.

»  Tofalitarianism from the American Perspective Americans believe that totalitarianism
is equivalent fo dictatorship. From the American perspective, totalitarianism threatens
basic human rights, such as freedom of the press, freedom of assembly, freedom of
movement, and freedom of speech. They argued that a healthy and productive society
could be achieved only when people counld freely express their views.

+  Totalitarianism from the Soviet Perspective The Soviets believed that totalitarianism
was required to transform a society from an unequal one to one in which wealth was
evenly distributed, and could be shed only when a truly equal socialist state was
established. From the Soviet perspective, protecting the interests of the populace against
a few people’s selfish desires required that the government exert its power to quiet
dissent. However, during the Cold War, many Soviet citizens’ basic needs and rights
were violated under such government control. Under nearly three decades of rule by
Toseph Stalin (1924-53), millions of dissenters were starved, killed, or sent to
harsh Iasbor camps.

Slide L1H: Freedom. In this slide we see a man selling newapapers. Freedom is the
condition of being free to express or do what one pleases. Freedom of the press, freedom of
speech, freedom of religion, and freedom to do business are examples of forms of freedom,

* Freedom from the American Perspective From the American perspective, freedom is
at the core of a happy and productive society. As demonstrated by Patrick Henry’s
famous statement “Give me liberty or give me death,” Americans hold freedom in the
highest regard. The United States fought the American Revolution, the Civil War, World
War I, and World War II in part to promote the value of freedom.

* Freedom from the Soviet Perspective From the Soviet perspective, people are not free
unless they have a fair share of wealth that allows them to live beyond basic needs, The
Soviets argued that a redistribution of wealth was essential, and that the government must
control the press and industry to prohibit would-be capitalists from exploiting and
denying the freedoms of the working class,



